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§1606.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this rule is to:

(a) Ensure that the Corporation is
able to take timely action to deal with
incidents of substantial noncompliance
by recipients with a provision of the
LSC Act, the Corporation’s appropria-
tions act or other law applicable to
LSC funds, a Corporation rule, regula-
tion, guideline or instruction, or the
terms and conditions of the recipient’s
grant or contract with the Corpora-
tion;

(b) Provide timely and fair due proc-
ess procedures, proportional to the pro-
posed action, when the Corporation has
made a preliminary decision to termi-
nate a recipient’s LSC grant or con-
tract, to debar a recipient from receiv-
ing future LSC awards of financial as-
sistance, or to impose a limited reduc-
tion in funding; and

(c) Ensure that scarce funds are pro-
vided to recipients who can provide the
most effective and economical legal as-
sistance to eligible clients.

(d) None of the following actions are
subject to the procedures or require-
ments of this part:

(1) A reduction of funding required by
law, including but not limited to a re-
duction in, or rescission of, the Cor-
poration’s appropriation that is appor-
tioned among all recipients of the same
class in proportion to their current
level of funding;

(2) A reduction or deduction of LSC
support for a recipient under the Cor-
poration’s fund balance regulation at
45 CFR part 1628;

(3) A recovery of disallowed costs
under the Corporation’s regulation on
costs standards and procedures at 45
CFR part 1630;

(4) A withholding of funds pursuant
to the Corporation’s Private Attorney
Involvement rule at 45 CFR part 1614.

§1606.2

§1606.2 Definitions.

For the purposes of this part:

Corporation, when used to refer to de-
cisions by the Legal Services Corpora-
tion, means that those decisions are
made by an individual acting with a se-
niority level at, or equivalent to, the
level of an office director or higher.

Days shall mean the number of cal-
endar days as determined by the rules
for computing time in the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 6, except
that computation of business days shall
exclude Saturdays, Sundays, and legal
holidays (as defined in those rules).

Debarment means an action taken by
the Corporation to exclude a recipient
from receiving an additional award of
financial assistance from the Corpora-
tion or from receiving additional LSC
funds from another recipient of the
Corporation pursuant to any other
means, including a subgrant, sub-
contract or similar agreement, for the
period of time stated in the final debar-
ment decision.

Funding term means the maximum
time period for an award or awards of
financial assistance wunder section
1006(a)(1)(A) of the LSC Act provided by
the Corporation to a recipient selected
pursuant the competition requirements
at 45 CFR part 1634. LSC may award
grants or contracts for a period of the
entire funding term or for shorter peri-
ods that may be renewed or extended
up to the funding term.

Knowing and willful means that the
recipient had actual knowledge that its
action or lack thereof constituted a
violation and despite such knowledge,
undertook or failed to undertake the
action, as the case may be.

Limited reduction of funding means a
reduction of funding of less than five
percent of a recipient’s current level of
financial assistance imposed by the
Corporation in accordance with the
procedures and requirements of this
part. A limited reduction of funding
will affect only the recipient’s current
year’s funding.

LSC requirements means the same as
that term is defined in 45 CFR Part
1618.

Receipt of materials shall mean that
the materials were sent to the normal
address for physical mail, email, or fax
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§1606.3

transmission, and there is reliable sec-
ondary confirmation of delivery. For
physical delivery, confirmation may be
provided through tracking information
from the delivery service. For other
forms of delivery, confirmation may be
provided through a document such as a
confirmation email or a fax sent from
an authorized person at the recipient.
Receipt of materials by the LSC recipi-
ent or the Corporation is sufficient for
the running of applicable time periods.
Proof of receipt by the Chair of the
governing body is not necessary unless
delivery to the recipient itself cannot
be reasonably accomplished.

Recipient means the same as the term
is defined in 45 CFR Part 1600.

Substantial noncompliance means ei-
ther a substantial violation, as defined
in this part, or a substantial failure, as
indicated at §1606.3(a) of this part.

Substantial violation means a viola-
tion that merits action under this part
based on consideration of the following
criteria by the Corporation:

(1) The number of restrictions or re-
quirements violated;

(2) Whether the violation represents
an instance of noncompliance with a
substantive statutory or regulatory re-
striction or requirement, rather than
an instance of noncompliance with a
non-substantive technical or proce-
dural requirement;

(3) The extent to which the violation
is part of a pattern of noncompliance
with LSC requirements or restrictions;

(4) The extent to which the recipient
failed to take action to cure the viola-
tion when it became aware of the viola-
tion; and

(5) Whether the violation was know-
ing and willful.

Termination means that a recipient’s
level of financial assistance under its
grant or contract with the Corporation
will be reduced in whole or in part in
the amount of five percent or greater
prior to the expiration of the funding
term of a recipient’s current grant or
contract. A partial termination will af-
fect only the level of funding for the
current grant year, unless the Corpora-
tion provides otherwise in the final de-
cision.

Violation means a violation by the re-
cipient of the LSC requirements.

45 CFR Ch. XVI (10-1-13 Edition)

§1606.3 Grounds for a termination or
a limited reduction of funding.

(a) A grant or contract may be termi-
nated in whole or in part when:

(1) There has been a substantial vio-
lation by the recipient, and the viola-
tion occurred less than 5 years prior to
the date the recipient receives a pre-
liminary determination pursuant to
§1606.6(a) of this part; or

(2) There has been a substantial fail-
ure by the recipient to provide high
quality, economical, and effective legal
assistance, as measured by generally
accepted professional standards, the
provisions of the LSC Act or LSC ap-
propriations, or a rule, regulation, in-
cluding 45 CFR 1634.9(a)(2), or guide-
lines or instructions issued by the Cor-
poration.

(b) The Corporation may impose a
limited reduction of funding when the
Corporation determines that there has
been a substantial violation by the re-
cipient but that termination of the re-
cipient’s grant, in whole or in part, is
not warranted, and the violation oc-
curred less than 5 years prior to the
date the recipient receives a prelimi-
nary determination pursuant to
§1606.6(a) of this part.

(c) A determination of whether there
has been a substantial violation for the
purposes of this part, and the mag-
nitude of any termination, in whole or
in part, or any limited reduction in
funding, shall be based on consider-
ation of the criteria set forth in the
definition of ‘‘substantial violation’ in
§1606.2 of this part.

§1606.4 Grounds for debarment.

(a) The Corporation may debar a re-
cipient, on a showing of good cause,
from receiving an additional award of
financial assistance from the Corpora-
tion.

(b) As used in paragraph (a) of this
section, ‘‘good cause’’ means:

(1) A termination of financial assist-
ance to the recipient pursuant to part
1640 of this chapter;

(2) A termination of financial assist-
ance in whole of the most recent grant
or contract of financial assistance;

(3) The substantial violation by the
recipient of the restrictions delineated
in §1610.2(a) and (b) of this chapter,
provided that the violation occurred
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